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                            Innovation, Opportunity, Excellence 

From the Principal 
Welcome back to Tempe High School where we fully 
endorse the department of Education’s goal  of                 
ensuring that every student is known, valued and 
cared for. 
 
Open Night: 
We are once again at capacity with many families 
from out of area missing out on places due to lack of 
space. Our enrolment process for year 7’s in 2020 
starts again with our Open Night on Wednesday the 
20

th
 of February between 6 and 7.30pm. I am                       

expecting that we will again have limited capacity for 
out of area enrolments due to being the school of 
choice or students living within our catchment area. I 
urge all out of area parents hoping to enrol siblings to 
carefully consider the criteria  in our enrolment policy  
and ensure that applications include all relevant                  
details to maximise the chance that siblings will                
attend the same school. 
 
(https://tempe-h.schools.nsw.gov.au/content/
dam/doe/sws/schools/t/tempe-h/localcontent/
enrolment_policy2018.pdf )  
 
 
Year 12 Area: 
A Year 12 Chill out hub has been constructed over 
the holidays by our parents to ensure that year 12 
have a place to have a break. Our launch last Friday 
was a resounding success and was attended by                    
parents, students, teachers and our Director Virginia 
Pacey. This tangible sign of love and support has 
produced copious amounts of joy and excitement 
amongst year 12. It has also brought our community 
together to work towards the provision of a wonderful 
facility where year 12 can take a break or study                  
quietly away from the rest of our busy school. Thanks 
go out to all the parents and students who worked 
over the holidays to have the hub ready. Particular 
thanks to Julia Richardson, Lara Scott,  Peter Fields, 
Bernie Hayes and all the other parents who gave up 
so much of their time over our hot summer to bring 
this project to fruition. I look forward to working with 
parents to ensure we continue to delight, engage and 
support our students. 
 

https://tempe-h.schools.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/doe/sws/schools/t/tempe-h/localcontent/enrolment_policy2018.pdf
https://tempe-h.schools.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/doe/sws/schools/t/tempe-h/localcontent/enrolment_policy2018.pdf
https://tempe-h.schools.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/doe/sws/schools/t/tempe-h/localcontent/enrolment_policy2018.pdf
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Continued from the Principal 
 
School Plan: 
We will be entering into the second year of our                      
planning cycle and will be reporting about last year’s 
progress in our annual school report towards the end 
of the term. We have made significant progress in the 
first strategic direction of “Learning” with our Bring your 
own Device policy being enacted this year after being 
planned last year. Year 9 students are now                   
required to bring their own device. This year we will 
embed the changes and also strengthen processes 
and procedures around student wellbeing. In the                     
second strategic direction of “teaching”  we have had 
specialised training in Gifted and Talented Education 
and are looking to include what has been learnt in 
teaching programs. In addition we are also upskilling 
staff on using data better to inform how and what we 
teach. In regards to our third strategic direction, 
“leading” we have made significant financial reforms 
and are seeking to further streamline our                              
administrative and communication processes to best 
serve our community. On the back of our successful 
year 12 chill out hub project we will be seeking to                 
engage our parents further with student learning with 
the introduction of the Sentral parent and student                
portal. 
 
New Staff: 
At the end of the year we had some staff movement, 
Sarah Miller, our excellent school counsellor was                   
successful at gaining a permanent position closer to 
home and has been partially replaced by Tomas                    
Mendiolea. Ms Rumble, Art teacher extraordinaire and 
super Year Advisor has accepted work at Sydney   
Secondary College,  The Year Advisor for year 11 will 
be Mr Ibrahim. Mr Kemp has  been successful in                  
gaining a permanent position elsewhere and he will be 
replaced as year 9 Year Advisor by Mr Pedley and as 
sports co-ordinator by Ms Paras. We also welcome 
Kristin Cutajar (PDHPE and Dance) Katia Merkuloff 
(Science), Tracey Eagan (HSIE),  Dion Condack 
(Music), Lisa McManus (Business Manager replacing 
Judi Brown). We welcome back  Lynda                    
Pinnington-Wilson into her substantive Deputy                    
Principal position after 3 years in the Education                            
Department’s High Performance Directorate. I feel  
that it is always sad to farewell colleagues, but our 
team has been strengthened by the new blood and am                   
excited about our future direction. 
 
Mr S Dassaklis—Principal 

From the Deputy’s desks: 
A warm welcome back goes out to all our students and 
their families.  I take this opportunity to extend a                 
special welcome to our Year 7, new students and new 
staff who have joined us this year.   
 
Despite a very busy few weeks our school community 
has quickly settled into a smooth start to the school 
year.  Not only do they all look great in their uniform 
but they have also settled into their learning programs 
with ease.  For the seniors it is business as usual:  
Year 12 have dived straight back into the second term 
of their HSC course and Year 11 have the opportunity 
to re-consider their Year 11 subjects.  Year 7 are                   
enjoying their first few weeks of high school as they 
navigate their way around the school, meet new                
people and make new friends.  Years 8, 9 & 10 have 
started a brand new year with fresh enthusiasm and a 
renewed desire for learning. 
 
The student portal has proven to be a resounding                
success with our students and with access to the                
parent portal completely rolled out in the near future, 
we are expecting further success to follow.  In some 
cases where access to the portal is not possible, we 
have printed copies of the information for students and 
parents to access.  Please contact the school if you 
require further assistance with accessing the portal. 
 
At Tempe High School we are committed to “providing 
a rich teaching and learning environment where                   
lessons and learning opportunities meet the diverse 
learning needs of students” (Strategic Direction 2).   
The start to the new year gave us the opportunity to 
participate in training run by the Gifted Education                  
Research, Resource and Information Centre 
(GERRIC) located at the University of New South 
Wales (UNSW).  Our teachers were involved in a                   
2-day Mini Certificate of Gifted Education training to 
enhance our ability to cater to the needs of our gifted 
students.   
 
Our GROWTH committee meets every two weeks.  
The meeting is open to all staff however, key staff     
include the Learning and Support faculty, Year                    
Advisors, Counsellor, Senior Advisor Girls, Deputies 
and HT Wellbeing.  It is during this time that issues 
and concerns regarding students are raised and where 
appropriate support strategies are implemented for 
each student. 
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Continued from the Deputy Principal 
 
Our merit system is the opportunity for our students to 
be recognised and rewarded for their achievements 
across every aspect of the school community.                         
Students are encouraged to hand in their merit                       
certificates as soon as they collect enough for the next 
award level.  Students are recognised by their                     
teachers and peers at Recognition Assemblies through 
the year. 
 

 
 
Likewise, our behaviour monitoring system is designed 
to allow for the restoration of relationships as well as 
supporting students to learn from their experiences in 
a safe environment.    Students are given time to                 
rectify their behaviour and are encouraged to consider 
alternative solutions in future.  Communication and 
collaboration with parents and carers has been the key 
to the success of this program. 
 
I look forward to working with the school community 
through the year in the endless endeavour of raising 
and educating our children. 
 
Ms M Fountoulis—Deputy Principal 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Deputy Principal 

Some members of the Tempe High School Community 
may recognise the name Dr Pinnington-Wilson. I’m 
resuming my Deputy Principal role in 2019 after two 
and a half years in a CEO role in the Leadership and 
High Performance Directorate at the NSW Department 
of Education’s State Office. While I enjoyed my                       
experience in the corporate world of the department, I 
am delighted to be back at Tempe in a teaching role 
once again. 
 
I will be the Deputy Principal contact for Years 7, 9 and 
11. The Year 7 Advisor is Mr Lyons. A new member of 
staff, Mr Pedley will be the Advisor for Year 9 and Mr 
Ibrahim will advise Year 11. The Advisor is the first 
point of contact at the school about your child.  
 
Members of Years 7 and 11 have begun the Peer              
Support Program which supports the transition to high 
school, builds relationships and develops leadership 
skills. Peer Support sessions occur weekly throughout 
Term 1. The Year 7 camp will take place on March 13 
-15. While students in Years 9 and 11 have begun the 
school year as the first group to experience the Bring 
Your Own Device (BYOD) system at Tempe. 
 
We have seen a very positive start to the school year 
with the wearing of full school uniform and few                     
incidents of lateness. We are proud of the way the          
students at Tempe display their respectful behaviours 
towards others, value responsibility for learning and 
make the most of their learning opportunities. We hope 
this continues so that students can make progress and 
achievement in their learning in a calm environment. 
 
 
 

 
 
Dr L Pinnington-Wilson—Deputy Principal 
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 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

3 

Feb 11 
 

Year 12 English                   
Assessment Task 
Advanced and                     
Standard and EALD 
In Class 

Feb 12 
 

7.00pm                                                     
P & C Meeting                 
Library 

Feb 13 Feb 14 
 

8:45am                                            
Volleyball Knockout 
 
1.00pm                                                   
Year 7 & Year 10    
Elevate 
 
Study Skills Session 
 

Feb 15 
 

THS Swimming                  
Carnival 

4 

Feb 18 
 

Year 7 Pre-Test    
English 
 
Year 8 & 10 Pre-Test              
English                        
 
Open Boys Cricket                        

Feb 19 
 

Year 7 Pre-Test 
English 
 
 
 
 
Grade Sport                   
Summer Start 

Feb 20 
 

Year 7 Pre-Test     
English 
 
Year 9  Pre-Test 
English 
 
6.00pm 
Open Night for Year 
7, 2020 enrolments 

Feb 21 
 

Year 7 Pre-Test    
English 
 
 
 
 
9.00am  
State Library visit - 
Years 11 & 12                    
Society and Culture                    
classes  
 

Feb 22 
 

Year 7 Pre-Test      
English 
 
Year 12 EALD                   
excursion 
  
8:45am                                      
Syd East Volley Ball 
Central Venue 
 

5 

Feb 25 
 

Bligh Zone Swimming 

Feb 26 
 

Year 11 English          
Extension 1                      
Assessment Task 1 
Due 

Feb 27 
 

Debating Auditions -                     
3.20pm - 5.00pm  

Feb 28 
 

All Schools Triathlon 

Mar 1 
 

All Schools Triathlon 
10P Wellbeing                  
Bushwalk  
 

6 

Mar 4 
 

Bligh Zone Boys    
Soccer 

Mar 5 
 

Bligh Zone Girls 
Soccer 

Mar 6 Mar 7 
 

Year 7 Vaccinations 
 
Year 12 at the                 
Crucible Seymour 
Centre 2019 

Mar 8 
 

Year 7 Rhyme &                          
Punishment Incursion                           
 
2019 GRIP                       
Leadership SRC - 
Years 9 -12 
 

7 

Mar 11 
 
Year 7 GEO                         
Fieldwork -                         
7W, 7G, 7P  

Mar 12 
 
Year 7 GEO                      
Fieldwork -                          
7B, 7Y, 7R  
 

Mar 13 Mar 14 Mar 15 
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PDHPE FACULTY 
 
Tempe High School 
On Friday 15th February, all of Years 7 and 8-12                    
competitors will attend our annual swimming carnival. 
Students are encouraged to come dressed in their 
house colours and cheer on their teammates!  Family 
and friends are welcome to attend to support our                    
students. Looking forward to a great day!! 
 
Years 7 and 8 Sport 
Year 7 and 8 sport selections have been completed 
and competitive sport officially starts Tuesday of week 
4. We have competitive teams ready in Oz Tag,                 
Basketball, European handball, Cricket and Ultimate 
Vortex. Good luck to all students involved, hopefully 
we can bring some championships home!! 
 
 
 
                        Oz Tag 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                      Basketball 
 
 

 
 
 
 
European Handball 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
     
    Cricket 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Ultimate Vortex 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Ms D Paras—Sports Organiser 
 
 
 
 

ENLGISH FACULTY 

English News Term 1 

1.  Congratulations to Roisin Murphy (Year 12 
 2018) whose English Extension 2 Major Work 
 was nominated for NESA's Young Writers 
 Showcase . Roisin composed a poignant short 
 story set in Ireland which evocatively                         
 represented a young woman's internal struggle 
 as she dealt with loss and exposure to violence. 

 

2.  Students have all received their course outlines 
 so they are aware of what they will be studying 
 this year. Students in Year 7-10 will be                        
 completing writing pre-tests in Week 4 to help 
 teachers assess writing and support future 
 learning 

 

 We hope that students support their own                
 learning by engaging in wide reading. The                
 library has  a fantastic array of novels and                   
 non-fiction texts so students are encouraged to 
 visit the library for some extra reading. 

 

3.  Premier's Reading Challenge: students in Year 
 7 and 8 who complete this will be awarded 5 
 marks credit at the end of the year. Students in 
 7-9 who complete the challenge will also be                     
 invited to attend a Reward Excursion with the                           
 Librarian, Ms Salisbury 

 

4.  Debating auditions are Wednesday Week 5 
 from 3.20pm—5.00pm in F5 

 

5.  Sydney Writer's Festival - May 1st at Carriage
 works. Interested students are to see Ms Yin to 
 express their interest in attending this                                 
 enrichment excursion. 

 

6.  Year 7 'Rhyme and Punishment' incursion - 
 Week 6 Friday (March 8th). Year 7 students are 
 studying poetry for their first unit and this                     
 incursion will support their appreciation for this 
 form 

 
7. Year 12 - Ms Taoube's class - will be attending 

a performance and symposium to support their 
study of the HSC text 'The Crucible' 

 
 
Ms W Taoube—Head Teacher English 
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ENGLISH FACULTY 

LIBRARY NEWS 

Happy New Year 

I would like to welcome all new students and invite 
them to come and visit the school library. Everyone 
can borrow even without a library card. New cards will 
be issued sometime after school photo day (later this 
term), but students can borrow from now.  
 
Year 7 students will have library lessons once a               
fortnight to show them how to get the best out of a         
library and learn some information literacy skills.  
 
Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 are encouraged to enter 
the Premiers’ Reading Challenge. Students who 
complete this challenge by reading 20 books this year 
will be given bonus points on their end-of-year English 
marks. To find out more about the Challenge check 
out the website: 

www.premiersreadingchallenge.nsw.edu.au 
 
I would also like to draw your attention to an HSC 
Event that is happening at the St. Peters Branch of the 
Inner West Council Libraries. See here for details:  

https://newhscsyllabus.eventbrite.com.au  
 
 

New Library opening hours: 
It has been decided to make the library available for 
student use after school three days a week this year. 
The library will be open until 4pm on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. It is for doing homework, 
research or study only. Students not working properly 
in this after-school time will be asked to leave. It is not 
a childminding service. 
 
And remember, if you want your children to succeed 
in life encourage them to READ, READ, READ! 
 
Kim Salisbury—Teacher Librarian 

Guitar Tuition at Tempe 
Guitar lessons are available during school hours, on a one-to-one basis. 
 
Lessons are catered to all levels, complete beginners welcome.  
 
All styles including Classical, Rock, Heavy Rock, Modern Pop, Blues.  
 
Mandolin, ukulele, & bass lessons also catered for.  
 
For further information contact the Guitar Tutor:  
 

Ged Corben  

Mobile 0429 429 946 

Email:  gcorben1@aapt.net.au 

Guitar 

Mandolin 

        Bass 

Ukulele 

http://www.premiersreadingchallenge.nsw.edu.au
https://newhscsyllabus.eventbrite.com.au
mailto:gcorben1@aapt.net.au
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COMMUNICATION AND TECHNOLOGY 
 
Study Skills 
 
On Thursday 14

th
 February, students of Years 7 & 10 

will be engaged in study skills workshops to be                       
delivered by Elevate Education. The workshops are 
designed to provide our students with effective and 
practical study strategies to improve confidence and 
results within assessment and examinations.  
 
Elevate Education have committed to working with 
Tempe High School in 2019, providing  face to face 
workshops with Years 7,10 & 11. Elevate Education 
will also be delivering presentations to Year 7 parent/ 
caregivers (20

th
 March, 2019) to provide insight into 

their evidenced based approaches.  
 
To complement your child’s study practices, Elevate 
Education enable THS student’s exclusive access to 
their Elevate Student Portal which includes features of 
video tips, study skills templates, practice exam                  
questions and written tips. 
 
I would implore parents and caregivers to inquire with 
their child about the Study Skills practices and                      
techniques that have been delivered by their teachers 
and Elevate Education.  
 
Students and parents are welcome to view the Elevate 
Education student portal which can be accessed via 
https://au.elevateeducation.com/ 
Tempe High School (presenters) password: rondo  
 
 
Mr Corey Newton 
Study Skills Co-ordinator 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNICATION AND TECHNOLOGY 
 
Tempe High School Sentral Student and Parent 
Portal 
 
The Sentral Student Portal is proving to be an                   
innovative communication tool for the students of 
Tempe High School.  
 
A vast majority of Tempe High School successfully 
utilised THS student portal within the final weeks of 
their holiday break to obtain exclusive access to their 
2019 academic year timetable.  
 
Other student features include: 

 Keeping track of homework and assessments 

 Year/ class notifications 

 View attendance records 

 View school calendar 

 
2019 School Reports  
Over the coming weeks, Parents will be issued with a 
letter and email detailing instructions for Sentral                
Parent portal registration instructions. The letter/
email will also provide a unique access key enabling 
access to your child/ children’s student information.  
 
Parent features include: 

 Access their child's timetable 

 2019 school report  

 View attendance records 

 Receive notifications  

 View Principal and Stage Adviser updates each 

 term 

 Download school reports 

 
View school calendar, as we progress this initiative, I 
am confident that the Sentral Parent Portal will                   
become more and more significant in your day to day 
management of your child's enrolment at Tempe High 
school. 
 
Mr Corey Newton 
Communication & Technology Co-ordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://au.elevateeducation.com/
https://web2.tempe-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/portal

